
A steward is someone who manages 
the affairs of another. God owns 

everything; therefore, we are His managers on 
the earth. In Grace for Financial Stewardship,  
Creflo Dollar helps us gain a new perspective 
regarding our finances. In this book, you will 
learn:

• The popular misconceptions concerning 
biblical prosperity

• God’s attitude concerning finances
• How to change your thinking about financial 

stewardship
• The definition of a good steward
• Find out how God wants you to manage 

your finances today!
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According to CNN.com, it is estimated that three quarters 
of Americans are living paycheck-to-paycheck, with little to no 
emergency savings. A recent article on USNews.com states that 
the average household in America is carrying a debt of a little 
over $200,000 for financial obligations such as mortgages, credit 
card balances, and student loans. With rising debt, and little to 
no savings, the average American family is about two paychecks 
away from being homeless. The fear of not having enough, plus 
the necessity of having to make ends meet is the cause of stress. 
However, that is not God’s will. And faith comes when the will of 
God is known.  

We have to recognize when we are tolerating something 
that is outside of the will of God for our lives. Deuteronomy 
28:16-19 clearly describes poverty as a curse. I’ve been all around 
the world and I’ve seen what poverty looks like—it’s devastating. 
It’s obvious that poverty is a curse, designed to ruin lives. How-
ever, God will not use something that destroys us to teach us a 
lesson in life, which is what some Christians believe according to 
religious teachings. 

For years, erroneous religious teachings have warped 
the minds of people concerning biblical prosperity and finan-
cial stewardship. Many people, even in today’s society, think 
Christians should be poor because they believe Jesus was poor, 
which is far from the truth. These are all misconceptions based 
on erroneous doctrine. Jesus made it clear to us the difference 
between the taker and the giver. It’s the thief, Satan, who takes; 
and Jesus, Who came to give us abundant life. John 10:10, 
AMP, says, “The thief comes only in order to steal and kill and 
destroy. I came that they may have and enjoy life, and have it 

in abundance (to the full, till it overflows).”

In John 10:10, Jesus tells us He has made abundant life 
available to us. It has been provided, but He is not going to make 
us receive it. He’s not going to make us believe Him. We have to 
be sure we are not going down the wrong path in our thinking, 
asking God, “Why don’t I have an abundant life like this person 
or that person?” We cannot compare ourselves to others especially 
when Jesus said we can have it! But we have to discover the path 
of life. The Bible tells us about the path that leads to this type 
of life. In His presence, there is fullness of joy and at His right 
hand, there are pleasures forever more. There is a path that leads 
to destruction, and there is a path that leads to life. He says you 
can have this abundant life I came to give you, but you are going 
to have to stay on the right path, which is my path. On His path, 
we learn to make right choices because we allow Him to lead us.   

When we hold on to misconceptions about biblical pros-
perity, it becomes easy to refuse to believe God where our financ-
es are concerned. Therefore, when we refuse to believe Him, we 
are also refusing to receive from Him. In fact, we block Him by 
refusing to believe Him. Jesus has said to us, “I came to give you 
an abundant life; you may have it. However, you have to believe 
in me first, and you have to trust what I am saying to you.”

For illustration purposes, picture Jesus explaining His 
purpose to us concerning our needs. For instance, one of us may 
ask, “Jesus, may I have an abundance of healing?” He would re-
ply, “Yes, you may!” Or another person may ask, “Jesus, may I 
have a good marriage?” He would say, again, “Yes, you may.” 
Another person may ask, “Jesus, may I have an abundance of fi-
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nancial prosperity?” Again, He says, “Yes, you may!”

Many people are fine with believing Jesus will help them 
succeed in marriage, or with healing, or deliverance. But they 
cringe at the thought that Jesus would help them succeed in finan-
cial matters. Why is that? It’s because we have been taught tradi-
tionally and religiously that Christians are supposed to be broke, 
busted, and disgusted. 

Here is the problem with religious teachings that teach us 
that we should remain poor. The truth is, everything God tells us 
to do—every good deed, every assignment, and every calling—is 
going to require one thing, money. For instance, someone may 
say, “God has called me to feed and minister to the homeless.” 
Well it’s going to require money. Or someone else may say, “God 
has called me to preach the Gospel all over the world.” That will 
require money also.  

God has called each of us into a certain ministry, and ev-
erything He has called us to do will require resources. We know 
that it is not God’s will for us to lack the resources we need to 
fulfill His will. Whatever He has called us to do, He also has a way 
for us to get the resources to do it.  

Jesus taught on finances more than He taught on prayer 
and faith, which tells me that the topic of money and how we han-
dle it is very important. Our financial stewardship within the Body 
of Christ will determine the impact we make in this world. Yes, 
we have a wonderful message about God’s grace; but it seems at 
times, we have the least impact. Our message can change lives for 
the better, but why does it seem that perverted groups have more 

impact than we do?  It’s because many times, we just don’t have 
enough money to get our message out. 

God Wants Us to Succeed

“Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in every way and [that 
your body] may keep well, even as [I know] your soul keeps well 

and prospers” (3 John 1:2, AMP).
The elder John wrote this beloved message to Gaius, his 

dear friend, as an encouragement in faith. This was a message giv-
en in love. We have to believe that God loves us even more. His 
love for us is infinite. Paul said in a prayer to the Ephesians, which 
is actually a prayer for all Christians, that we should practically 
know and experience the love of God.   

“That you may have the power and be strong to appre-
hend and grasp with all the saints [God’s devoted people, 
the experience of that love] what is the breadth and length 
and height and depth [of it]; [That you may really come] 
to know [practically, through experience for yourselves] 
the love of Christ, which far surpasses mere knowledge 
[without experience]; that you may be filled [through all 
your being] unto all the fullness of God [may have the 
richest measure of the divine Presence, and become a 
body wholly filled and flooded with God Himself]! Now 
to Him Who, by (in consequence of) the [action of His] 
power that is at work within us, is able to [carry out His 
purpose and] do superabundantly, far over and above all 
that we [dare] ask or think [infinitely beyond our highest 
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thoughts that do not line up with the Word of God (Proverbs 4:23; 
2 Corinthians 10:5).  

Proverbs 4:20, 21, NLT, says, “My child, pay attention to 
what I say. Listen carefully to my words. Don’t lose sight of them. 
Let them penetrate deep into your heart.” God tells us to focus on 
His written words or the ones He speaks directly to us. Whatever 
we focus on the most is what we give strength to in our lives. 
Where the mind goes, the person follows. Therefore, in order to 
have a successful life, we must have a successful thought life. A 
successful thought life is one that is in total agreement with the 
Word of God.  

 Romans 10:17 says, “So then faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God.” This is such a powerful scrip-
ture because it says faith comes by hearing. When we continue to 
focus on the Word and began to comprehend it enough to apply 
it to our everyday lives, we are creating the God-kind of success. 
For example, we can receive the Word by studying the Word in 
our personal time with God, attending church, listening to Word-
based CDs, or reading Word-based books. 

 The only thing in life that can guarantee true success 
is the Word of God. When our souls are in agreement with the 
Word, His Word begins to manifest in our lives in various ways. 
This happens because our souls have to be anchored in something 
substantial and powerful in order for our lives to progress toward 
God’s ultimate will. 

Many of us grew up thinking that it is blasphemous to 
mention financial prosperity in church. Religious teachings made 

prayers, desires, thoughts, hopes, or dreams]” (Ephesians 
3:18-20, AMP). 

Because of His love for us, we should understand that it is 
obviously His will for us to succeed in every way. Therefore, any 
time we locate an area of our lives where we are not successful, 
we should remind ourselves, “God wants me to be successful!” 

Success Starts with Soul Success

We are tri-part beings. We have a spirit, we have a soul, 
and we live in a physical body. Achieving the God-kind of pros-
perity or success begins in the soul. The soul is comprised of the 
mind, will (decision-maker), and emotions. It is the part of us that 
does all the thinking, choosing, and feeling. Romans 12:2 urg-
es us to transform our souls by allowing God’s Word to change 
our thinking. Unlike our spirits, which are made brand new at the 
point of salvation, we have to engage in the process of changing 
our souls. When our souls are out of line with the Word of God, 
our lives will be out of line as well.

Our thinking affects everything in our lives, including 
our moods. For example, negative words we hear or think can 
cause us to feel depressed. We have to consider the things that 
negatively impact our souls. Outside forces such as the media, 
social media, movies, books, and news outlets, can have a major 
effect on our souls. Each day we must ask ourselves, “What am I 
thinking about? Where did it come from? Does it line up with the 
Word of God? How is it affecting my soul?” We must be diligent 
about guarding our thoughts and be quick to cast down negative 
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us believe that money (or even the mention of it) was evil, and any 
subject involving finances shouldn’t be taught in church. Howev-
er, as I mentioned earlier, Jesus taught on finances more than He 
taught on prayer and faith. 

Erroneous teaching about prosperity greatly hinders us 
from believing the truth about biblical financial prosperity. Mark 
7:13, AMP, states, “Thus you are nullifying and making void and 
of no effect [the authority of] the Word of God through your tra-
dition, which you [in turn] hand on. And many things of this kind 
you are doing.” And this is only one example among many. We 
should ask ourselves these questions, “Have I canceled out the 
Word of God in my life with traditional thinking? Have I allowed 
traditional thinking to cloud my mindset when it comes to biblical 
prosperity?” 

PART 2

What Does It Mean to Be a Good Steward?
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A steward is someone who manages the property, assets, 
or the affairs of another person. Becoming a steward requires a 
change of mindset. We have to begin to understand that God owns 
everything, including our income. He is the Source of everything, 
even the air we breathe; therefore, we are simply managers of all 
that is already His. 

Psalm 50:7-14 says, 

“Hear, O my people, and I will speak; O Israel, 
and I will testify against thee: I am God, even thy 
God. I will not reprove thee for thy sacrifices or 
thy burnt offerings, to have been continually be-
fore me. I will take no bullock out of thy house, 
nor he goats out of thy folds. For every beast of 
the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand 
hills. I know all the fowls of the mountains: and 
the wild beasts of the field are mine.  If I were 
hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is 
mine, and the fulness thereof. Will I eat the flesh 
of bulls, or drink the blood of goats? Offer unto 
God thanksgiving; and pay thy vows unto the 
most High.”

Here God is basically telling the people they should be 
thankful that He set up a system by which they have the oppor-
tunity to bring Him sacrifices for their sins. It was all for their 
benefit. God didn’t need the sacrifices. He simply gave them grace 
through this system. However, the people began to see bringing 
their sacrifices to God as a burden. 

Like the people of Israel, we need to get a different per-
spective and see things God’s way. The earth and everything in it 
belongs to God; without Him and His grace, we wouldn’t have the 
grace to even breathe, or to be alive to enjoy the gifts and talents 
He has given us! James 1:17 says, “Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of 
lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.” 
Therefore, we cannot view our income as our own; God has em-
powered us to get wealth. Haggai 2:8 states, “The silver is mine, 
and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts.” Deuteronomy 8:18 
says, “But thou shalt remember the Lord thy God: for it is he that 
giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his cove-
nant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day.”

A Great Example of a Steward
David is a great example of a steward. He wanted to build 

the Lord a fabulous temple. But God told him not to do it because 
the privilege was set aside for his son Solomon. David obediently 
accepted what God said and began to put aside finances and ma-
terials for the building of the temple. As Solomon grew up, David 
set aside an equivalent of $36 billion in gold and $14 billion in 
silver. Then right before he handed the throne over to Solomon, 
David gave one last gift. I want to show you this one last gift with-
in the passage below. 

“Moreover, because I have set my affection to 
the house of my God, I have of mine own proper 
good, of gold and silver, which I have given to the 
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“Wherefore David blessed the Lord before all the 
congregation: and David said, Blessed be thou, 
Lord God of Israel our father, for ever and ever. 
Thine, O Lord is the greatness, and the power, 
and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: 
for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is 
thine; thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art 
exalted as head above all. Both riches and honour 
come of thee, and thou reignest over all; and in 
thine hand is power and might; and in thine hand 
it is to make great, and to give strength unto all” 
(1 Chronicles 29:10-12). 
David knew all of his assets had been given to him by 

God. He gave God the credit for being the Source of everything. 
We need to learn this lesson from David. Ask yourself, “Can I 
truly give God the credit for all my assets?” These Israelites did. 
They knew and acknowledged that God had taken them out of 
slavery and made them a rich and prosperous nation, able to do-
nate $17 billion in one day. Under David’s leadership, they will-
ingly gave to fund the building of God’s temple. 

“O Lord our God, all this store that we have prepared to 
build thee an house for thine holy name cometh of thine 
hand, and is all thine own. I know also, my God, that thou 
triest the heart, and hast pleasure in uprightness. As for 
me, in the uprightness of mine heart I have willingly of-
fered all these things: and now have I seen with joy thy 
people, which are present here, to offer willingly unto 
thee” (1 Chronicles 29:16-17).

house of my God, over and above all that I have 
prepared for the holy house. Even three thousand 
talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and seven 
thousand talents of refined silver, to overlay the 
walls of the houses withal: The gold for things 
of gold, and the silver for things of silver, and for 
all manner of work to be made by the hands of 
artificers” (1 Chronicles 29:3-5).  

(The artificers mentioned in this passage were very skilled, cre-
ative craftsmen, the best, most anointed in the land.) 

If we take the numbers in the above scripture and change 
them to fit today’s vernacular, the amount would be 110 tons of 
gold and 260 tons of silver. At last check, gold was $1,730 an 
ounce and silver was about $40 an ounce. So, David’s last gift 
toward building the Lord’s temple would have been $6 billion in 
gold and more than $300 million in silver. 

David also encouraged others to give to the building of 
the temple. And all the leaders of the tribes caught David’s spir-
it of giving and donated large sums of money. The leaders gave 
190 tons of gold and 375 tons of silver. If we add the sum David 
gave to the sum the leaders’ gave, it totals $17 billion in gold and 
silver—all given in one day! How can people give all this money 
to building God’s temple? They saw themselves as stewards, just 
as David did.
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We must change the way we view money. I understand 
this may be difficult to do since many believe we are the source 
of our income.

God Is Not a Taker

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have ever-

lasting life” (John 3:16, 17).

God is love.  His character is an expression of His love. 
He loves the whole world, not just the Church. He didn’t send 
Jesus into the world to condemn it, but so that the world through 
Jesus might be saved. In this way, Jesus is also an expression of 
God’s love and His giving nature.  

The word saved comes from the Greek word sozo, which 
means delivered, sound, preserved, healed, and prosperous. Salva-
tion doesn’t only describe the born-again experience; it includes 
every part of the finished works of Jesus. Therefore, God sent Je-
sus into this world so that we might receive soundness, healing, 
deliverance, prosperity, and all the finished works of Jesus Christ. 

That includes prosperity in every area of our lives. Most 
Christians have a problem receiving this because of erroneous re-
ligious teachings. They are afraid to believe that part of God’s 
salvation package delivers them from a life bound by poverty. 
Therefore, they don’t allow God to be the Source of their prosper-
ity. Instead, they struggle and suffer financially because they don’t 

trust God with their finances. 

Unfortunately, there are many Christians who trust God 
with the spiritual part of their lives, their family, and marriage, but 
not their finances. However, as Christians, we must make Jesus 
Christ, Lord over our entire lives, not just certain areas. 

Many people do not know how to approach God concern-
ing their finances. God is our supply and He is full of everything 
we need. He is fullness; we are empty. Isn’t that the picture of 
faith? To acknowledge that without Him, we are empty. And we 
need Him to fulfill us wherever we lack. God loves for us to trust 
Him that way. He loves for us to approach Him with our needs, 
trusting Him as our Source. 

We all have needs, but the actions we take to fulfill those 
needs determine whether we are in faith or in doubt. For example, 
when we have a need, instead of going to God about the need, we 
often try to handle it on our own. After our efforts have failed, 
then in desperation, we turned to God. However, God wants us 
to seek Him first proving to Him and ourselves that we truly rely 
on Him.   

Romans 8:32 states, “He that spared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely 
give us all things?” With Jesus, we now have access to all other 
things. Many people are afraid to loosen the death grip they have 
on “their money” because they believe God will take it all away. 
In many churches, when the preacher says it’s offering time, the 
people are grieved. Don’t get me wrong, in some cases, I totally 
understand that attitude because there are scam artists out there. 
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There have been preachers who have told people they have to give 
in order for God to answer their prayers! That’s crazy. 

God gives us the discernment when it comes to those 
things. This is why we cannot be a good steward without having a 
relationship with Him. When we are led by the Holy Spirit in our 
giving, we can be assured He is leading us in the right direction. 
He will let us know when to give and when to keep what we have. 

Good Stewards Know God Is Their Source

“But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches 
in glory by Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19). 

The book of Philippians is a letter Paul wrote to the Chris-
tians at Philippi while he was in prison. In this letter he is thanking 
the Philippian Believers for the gifts he received from them. These 
Christians cared about Paul’s welfare. They had heard about all of 
the persecution he had gone through as he ministered the Gospel. 
He was grateful to them for showering him with such profound 
love and support. He was also thankful to God for inspiring the 
Philippians to bless him. He knew God’s love was manifesting 
through these Believers who proved to Paul that they were there 
for him in one of his darkest hours. 

Good stewards know God as their Source; they are ex-
pressions of the loving and giving nature of God. Therefore, to 
them, money is not merely money, but a resource to show love to 
others. This is why, as Christians, we cannot live coveting riches. 
That attitude is an attitude of selfishness and greediness. Instead, 

we should live to give and to be a blessing to people in need. We 
must be willing vessels to be used by God and His distribution 
centers. He knows what is needed in the earth and He needs some 
good stewards to see that those needs are met.  

In Philippians 4:13, NLT, Paul states, “For I can do every-
thing through Christ, who gives me strength.” Paul knew where 
his strength came from. He knew he wasn’t relying on himself 
or even the Believers at Philippi. He said he didn’t even desire a 
“gift” from them (Philippians 4:17). He had learned how to live 
off of much and very little. He had learned how to be content, and 
how to bravely face persecution. This is why he pointed out that 
the Philippian Believers gave out of pure love, kindness, and em-
pathy. Because of this generous gift Paul wrote, “At the moment 
I have all I need—and more! I am generously supplied with the 
gifts you sent me with Epaphroditus. They are a sweet-smelling 
sacrifice that is acceptable and pleasing to God. And this same 
God who takes care of me will supply all your needs from his 
glorious riches, which have been given to us in Christ Jesus” (Phi-
lippians 4:18, 19, NLT). 

We cannot be good stewards without a relationship with 
God. Managing what He owns requires fellowship with Him. We 
need to know His perspective on things. We need to understand 
His nature so that we can properly emulate Him in our giving. 
Giving with pure motives is an act of the God-kind of love. When 
we give this way, God is able to release all grace to us in abun-
dance.  

“Let each one [give] as he has made up his own mind and 
purposed in his heart, not reluctantly or sorrowfully or 
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under compulsion, for God loves (He takes pleasure in, 
prizes above other things, and is unwilling to abandon or 
to do without) a cheerful (joyous, “prompt to do it”) giver 
[whose heart is in his giving]. And God is able to make all 
grace (every favor and earthly blessing) come to you in 
abundance, so that you may always and under all circum-
stances and whatever the need be self-sufficient [possess-
ing enough to require no aid or support and furnished in 
abundance for every good work and charitable donation]” 
(2 Corinthians 9:7, 8, AMP). 

Freely Give and Freely Receive

A friend of mine, who is a preacher, told me about how 
a partner of his would periodically buy him a brand new truck. 
These trucks were expensive and very nice looking. Over time, my 
friend became embarrassed to drive them because people would 
say, “Wow! That’s a pretty nice truck for a preacher to drive.” 
My friend became so embarrassed by the generous gifts he was 
receiving, that he went to his partner and said, “You know, I don’t 
know if I’m going to be able to accept any more of these trucks 
from you because, man, this is becoming embarrassing.” And the 
man looked at my friend and said, “If you are embarrassed by 
your level of prosperity, then there is a good chance you aren’t 
depending upon God as your Source.” 

Let’s put that in perspective.  Again, Godly prosperity is 
different from coveting riches, which is what we see in the world 
all the time. According to the online Merriam-Webster dictionary, 
to covet means to wish for earnestly or to desire (what belongs to 

another) inordinately. It is to have a wrong desire for something 
or to desire something in a wrong way. In other words, a person 
may desire to prosper for all the wrong reasons, and most of those 
reasons are selfish. I don’t mean to covet riches. God wants to 
bless us, and help us succeed in life. We shouldn’t be embarrassed 
by the ways He chooses to bless us. But He just doesn’t want us to 
develop a prideful, selfish attitude. 

 The New Living Translation of James 1:17, states, “What-
ever is good and perfect is a gift coming down to us from God our 
Father, who created all the lights in the heavens. He never changes 
or casts a shifting shadow.” Every raise, promotion, successful 
business idea or concept, favor, favorable situation, and break-
through we’ve had—all came from Him. Every good gift comes 
from above. 

How Does Tithing Factor In

The tithe, the 10 percent we give to the Lord, is not for 
His benefit, it’s for ours. When we tithe now that we are under 
the new covenant of grace, we prove to ourselves that we truly 
believe God is our Source. We prove to ourselves and God that 
we understand that He is the owner and creator of everything, 
and we would not be here ourselves if it weren’t for His grace. 
We give our tithes with a new attitude and a new perspective. We 
have a grace-based mindset when we give, instead of a Law-based 
mindset. 

Under the dispensation of grace, we give with love and 
thanksgiving toward God for all that He has done for us. I men-
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tioned previously that the people under the Old Testament Law of 
Moses gave their sacrifices grudgingly. That is the problem with 
giving under a Law-based mentality. People who give grudgingly, 
under condemnation, and only based on the Law are not proving 
to God, or themselves that they trust Him. All throughout the Bi-
ble we see promises to those who trust, believe in, and rely on God 
as their true Source. The issue concerning tithing is not an issue of 
money, but an issue of trust. 
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the affairs of another. God owns 
everything; therefore, we are His managers on 
the earth. In Grace for Financial Stewardship,  
Creflo Dollar helps us gain a new perspective 
regarding our finances. In this book, you will 
learn:

• The popular misconceptions concerning 
biblical prosperity

• God’s attitude concerning finances
• How to change your thinking about financial 

stewardship
• The definition of a good steward
• Find out how God wants you to manage 

your finances today!
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